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Community-Minded Enterprises is awarded $27,500 grant to bring free activities to Inland Northwest families of young children 
Spokane, WA
Community-Minded Enterprises (CME), a member of the Inland Northwest Early Learning Alliance, will spend the next year reaching out to families with small children as part of a $27,500 grant provided by Thrive by Five Washington.

The Community Momentum Grant's goal is to provide early learning opportunities and education for families of children birth to five years. "There are not enough free learning activities for families with small children in our area," said Kathy Thamm, Family Resources Initiative Director at CME. "This grant helps us meet a real need in our community."

Grant money will used to bring BlockFest and a series of community festivals to North East Washington. BlockFest was developed at the University of Idaho as a way for parents to help teach their small children math skills. The event has been very successful in other parts of the state. "We are thrilled to be able to bring BlockFest to our area for the first time." said Thamm.

Community-Minded Enterprises will also offer play and learn parties for groups in the area who want a fun and free activity for little ones. The parties will be based on Thrive by Five’s new “Love. Talk. Play.” campaign, which is expected to launch in early 2011.
The grant got a kick start through the Spokane County United Way campaign when Premera Blue Cross employees raised over $4,000 to purchase books for children from low-income families. Those books will be distributed through CME partner agencies.

For more information on Thrive by Five Washington go to: http://thrivebyfivewa.org/
For information on the Inland Northwest Early Learning Alliance go to:

http://www.facebook.com/InlandNorthwestEarlyLearningAlliance
For more information on Community-Minded Enterprises' Family Resources Initiative go to: http://www.familycareresources.org/
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